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HE SACRAMENTO BEE 


Guilty plea 
in West Sac 
murders 
of three 
children 


BY DARRELL SMITH 
dvsmith@sacbee.com 


Sitting just feet from his 
grieving wife, Robert Hodges 
on Thursday pleaded guilty to 
strangling and suffocating the 
couple’s three young children 
in a West Sacramento apart- 
ment in September. 

He also admitted to trying 
to kill his wife, Mai Hodges, 
who sat in the front row of a 
courtroom Thursday with a 
group of family and friends. 

Hodges, 32, will spend the 
rest of his days in state prison. 
Sentencing is set for Jan. 19 in 
Yolo Superior Court. 

An ashen Hodges, wearing 
a full growth of beard, his 
shoulders slumped, sat with 
defense counsel Yolo County 
Deputy Public Defender Ron 
Johnson as Yolo County Dis- 
trict Attorney Jeff Reisig an- 
nounced that a plea agree- 
ment had been reached. 

“This is a plea of guilty to 
all charges,” Reisig told Yolo 
Superior Court Judge David 
Rosenberg, calling the agree- 
ment “carefully orchestrated” 
in consult with the state At- 
torney General’s office. 

Thursday was to be Hodg- 
es’ arraignment ahead of a 
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BUSINESS 


DISNEY BUYS BIG 
PIECE OF FOX 


The $52.4 billion deal will 
put Marvel, “Star Wars,” 
“X-Men,” “Avatar,” 

“The Simpsons” and 
more under one roof. BA 


NATION 


HURDLES REMAIN 
FOR TAX BILL 


Republican plans hit a 
snag as Sen. Marco Rubio 
signals his possible 
defection over the child 
tax credit. 4A 


CAPITOL & CALIFORNIA 


NEW APPROACH 
TO WILDFIRES 


As officials plan for more 
“controlled burns,” a 
firefighter battling a huge 
blaze northwest of Los 


FCC ends Obama-era 
rule requiring equal 
access to internet 


BY TALI ARBEL 
AND BARBARA ORTUTAY 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

The Federal Communications 
Commission repealed the Oba- 
ma-era “net neutrality” rules 
Thursday, giving internet serv- 
ice providers like Verizon, Com- 
cast and AT&T a free hand to 
slow or block websites and apps 
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as they see fit or charge more 
for faster speeds. 

In a straight party-line vote of 
3-2, the Republican-controlled 
FCC junked the long-time prin- 
ciple that said all web traffic 
must be treated equally. The 
move represents a radical de- 
parture from a decade of federal 
oversight. 

The push toward eliminating 
the rules has touched off pro- 


tests and stirred fears among 
consumer advocates and ordi- 
nary Americans that cable and 
phone companies will be able to 
control what people see and do 
online. On Thursday, about 60 
demonstrators gathered in the 
bitter chill in Washington to 
protest the FCC’s expected 
decision. 

But the broadband industry 
has promised that the internet 


experience for the public isn’t 
going to change. 

The telecommunications 
companies lobbied hard to over- 
turn the rules, contending they 
are heavy-handed and discour- 
age investment in broadband 
networks. 

“What is the FCC doing to- 
day?” asked FCC chairman Ajit 
Pai, a Republican. “Quite sim- 
ply, we are restoring the light- 
touch framework that has gov- 
erned the internet for most of 
its existence.” 

The FCC vote is unlikely to be 
the last word. Opponents of the 
move plan legal challenges, 
with New York’s attorney gen- 
eral vowing to lead a multi-state 
lawsuit, and some hope to make 
it an issue in the 2018 midterm 
elections. There is also some 
hope that Congress might over- 


SEE INTERNET, 15A 


RENEE C. BYER rbyer@sacbee.com 


Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de Leon, center, says Thursday he is taking unprecedented steps to end sexual harassment in the Capitol by 
hiring attorneys Deborah Maddux, left, and Benjamin Wagner, second from left, to investigate claims of misconduct. 


Mendoza spurns request 
from Senate leader to 
take leave of absence 


BY TARYN LUNA 
tluna@sacbee.com 


alifornia Senate Presi- 


dent Pro Tem Kevin de 


Leon asked Sen. Tony 
Mendoza to step away 
from his position in the Legisla- 
ture on Thursday as law firms 
investigate three separate mis- 
conduct allegations against the 
Artesia Democrat. 
“I have spoken with Sen. 


to take a leave of absence pend- 
ing the outcome of that investi- 
gation,” de Leon said early 
Thursday. “Given the severity 
of the allegations against Sen. 
Mendoza, I do not believe he 
can perform the duties in Sacra- 
mento right now.” 

A lawyer for Mendoza said 
later in the day that the senator 
refused to comply with the re- 
quest. 

“I was not appointed to the 


BY MELANIE MASON 
AND SEEMA MEHTA 


Los Angeles Times 


A Los Angeles woman has 
filed a police report alleging 


that Democratic Assemblyman 
Matt Dababneh had sex with 
her without consent four years 
ago, adding new allegations of 
sexual misconduct to those 
that led Dababneh to announce 
his resignation last week. He 
says her claims are false. 
Nancy Miret, 26, told the Los 
Angeles Times that when she 
was 22 and a recent college 
graduate she spent time with 


Three more women accuse 
lawmaker of sex misconduct 


late 2013, primarily at his Enci- 
no apartment. 

At the time, Dababneh was 
running for Assembly to repre- 
sent the western San Fernando 
Valley. They had consensual 
sex on one occasion, but after 
that, Miret said she had mul- 
tiple nonconsensual sexual 
encounters with Dababneh that 
left her traumatized. Miret, 
who now works in commercial 
real estate, is one of three wo- 
men interviewed by the Times 
who have made new allega- 
tions concerning Dababneh’s 
behavior. 
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BUY A NEW HOME BY DEC. 31ST AND RECEIVE 
UP TO $56,000* IN SAVINGS. 


Purchase a new residence during our New Home for the Holidays Celebration and 
receive up to $55,000 in combined Design Studio and Preferred Lender Incentives! 


Chaparral at Tidewater at Sage at Mulberry at Magnolia at 
Blackstone River Islands The Cannery McKinley Village McKinley Village 
Birch at Cottonwood at A 

McKinley Village | McKinley Village Learn More At NewHomeHolidaysSac.com 


